


Personal Story



1968-Technology as 

Counterculture

"Decentralize control and harmonize people.” 
- Nicholas Negroponte



1987-Libertarian Counter-

Insurgency

“I no longer believe that capitalism and 

democracy are compatible"-Peter Thiel



Thiel's Laws

No Regulation

No Taxes

No Copyright

No Competition





Musicians



Journalists



Where Did the Money 

Go?



Global Dominance



YouTube



ISIS Videos



"So they learned that untruth was more clickable than truth."-Tim Berners-Lee



Is This Liberty?



Surveillance 

Capitalism

"...we need much, much stronger standards for security and privacy than now 

exist... it’s time to stop dancing around the privacy and security issues and pass real, 

binding laws."-Walt Mossberg



• What we found is that behind the rate quotes is 

a pricing process that judges you less on 

driving habits and increasingly on socioeconomic 

and location factors-Consumer Reports



Social Media + AI

Sesame Social Credit



Monopoly Influence

"So you don’t have to be a conspiracy 

theorist to notice that an abrupt change of 

leadership at the U.S. Copyright Office is 

good news for Google, which aims to pay 

less for profiting from the property of 

others.”-The Wall Street Journal

Maria Pallente



The Resistance



Antitrust



Thank You

jtaplin@usc.edu

mailto:jtaplin@usc.edu

