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MISSION



SCOPE

ACE is an anti-piracy and content 
protection coalition.  ACE’s sole focus 
is protecting the legal market for 
creative content and fighting against 
online piracy worldwide.



MEMBERS



ACE

PRIORITIES

 (1)  STAND ALONE PIRATE SITES AND SERVICES

 (2)  ILLICIT STREAMING DEVICES AND APPS 

 (3)  MAJOR ONLINE PLATFORMS

 (5) RESEARCH

TOOLS: criminal referrals, voluntary measures, knock and talks, 
civil litigation



ACE

PIRACY 
DEVICES & 

APPS

THE PROBLEM

• Individuals are selling streaming media players (preloaded with 
infringing add-ons or apps) or subscription services that provide 
infringing live and on-demand film/TV content 

• Exploitation of consumers who may not understand the 
unlawful nature of the devices/apps or the associated malware 
risks

• Quality and ease of use – “plug & play”

• Preloaded media players are offered for sale via reputable e-
commerce platforms as well as highly professional looking third-
party websites

• Those who purchase devices or pay for subscription services 
are willing to pay for content
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TRENDS

We are seeing a movement toward 
subscription services and retransmission 
sites that do not require a device (based on 
disruption?)

Rise in subscription services and device sellers 
using end to end IPTV and VOD 
products/services that they can then 
customize with their brand (new business 
model around this form of piracy)
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TICKBOX 
LITIGATION

 October 2017, case filed against TickBox TV,  the seller of piracy 
devices that advertised free and easy access to unauthorized 
movies and television shows
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TICKBOX 
LITIGATION

 ACE plaintiffs filed for a preliminary injunction

 On January 30, the Court issued a preliminary injunction (Universal City Studios Prods. LLLP v. TickBoxTV 
LLC, No. CV 17-7496-MWF (ASx), 2018 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 40756 (C.D. Cal. Jan. 30, 2018)):

 “There is sufficient evidence that the Device can be and is used to access infringing content, and there is
sufficient evidence of TickBox’s fault – primarily in the form of its advertisements and customer-support
efforts.”

 On February 13, the Court issued a revised preliminary injunction based on a stipulation of the parties
requiring TickBox to take a number of steps to disable access to unauthorized motion pictures and
television programs, including, issuing an update to its software that automatically downloads and installs
on any previously distributed TickBox devices that deletes or disables access to the previously installed
apps that link to unauthorized performances (i.e., a kill switch)
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 In September, pursuant to a settlement, the parties stipulated to a 
permanent injunction and judgment 

 The judgment provides: 

 Final judgment for damages ($25M) and a permanent injunction are entered for Plaintiffs on 
all Causes of Action (i.e., for intentional inducement of copyright infringement and 
contributory infringement)

 The permanent injunction orders that defendants:

 Not to curate any menu of “builds,” “themes,” “apps,” “addons” or other software program 
that TickBox knows or has reason to know links to pirated content

 Not to encourage or assist others in locating, uploading, downloading or installing software 
that TickBox knows or has reason to know links to pirated content

 Not to take any action to circumvent the  permanent injunction or the preliminary 
injunctions’ requirement that TickBox limit the ability of users to use the TickBox device or 
software

 To remove, or disable access through its menus to, software that link to pirated content or 
that Plaintiffs may, in the future, identify as linking to pirated content



ACE

PIRACY 
DEVICES & 

APPS

TICKBOX 
LITIGATION



ACE

PIRACY 
DEVICES & 

APPS

DRAGON BOX
LITIGATION

 Case against Dragon Box Media, its operator, and a reseller,
launched January, 2018

 Defendants market and sell “Dragon Box,” a curated computer
hardware device that they urge customers to use as a tool for the
mass infringement

 Dragon Media’s president actively recruited resellers to join his
team and one is named in the action
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SETVNOW
LITIGATION

 In April, ACE filed a third US civil litigation against Setvnow (Set
Broadcast), which offers an IPTV subscription service and
previously sold a preloaded set top box.

 Following our action and an action by Dish, Setvnow took its
service offline.



ACE

PIRACY 
DEVICES & 

APPS

OTHER 
ENFORCEMENT

 After identifying the developers behind the popular repositories 
and add-ons, ACE delivered cease and desist letters to those 
individuals in person
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OTHER 
ENFORCEMENT

Outreach to online marketplaces, payment 
processors, social media and others

Providing education on the piracy 
streaming device ecosystem and “red flags”

Making referrals of box sellers and 
advertisers violating terms of service

Criminal referrals


