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A (DISTURBING) QUIZ FROM ABC in AUSTRALIA



















“Fake videos are on the rise. As they become more 
realistic, seeing shouldn't always be believing”

– LA Times Feb 19 2018











Now let’s talk about the reverse… 
using recreation for real stories.



How do you report on a destination 
when you are DENIED ACCESS?

Abstract: powerful platform



Abstract

A virtual, accessible version of 
Guantánamo 

In contrast to the real, but
inaccessible prison camp 



Originally built in Second Life 
2007

Second Life site: gg



Rebuilt in Unity for 
Moscow Museum of Modern Art 

2013

Second Life site: gg
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DEEP FAKES ARE ALREADY HERE! 

• COMMERCE

• FUN & ENTERTAINMENT

• EVEN LOVE…?







BUT CAN A RECREATION (FAKE?) 
LEAD US TO TRUTH? 



Session R16 Science Policy in 
the Trump Administration. 
There is none!!!!! !!!

APS March Meeting 2018 



















• Greenland Melting most effectively 
communicated when conveyed in an embodied 
way. For example, when viewers experienced 
the time-lapse glacier retreat or could dip below 
the surface of the ocean to witness the 
behavior of warm water currents. 

• Participants liked the room-scale VR 
experience more, and felt more spatial 
presence using it, even though the video 
version was easier to use.

In partnership with USC’s Media Impact Project 



Greenland Melting demystifies the science









Abstract





“While there was no question that the 
attack occurred, and that some 
neighbors ignored cries for help, 
the portrayal of 38 witnesses as fully 
aware and unresponsive was 
erroneous. The article grossly 
exaggerated the number of witnesses 
and what they had perceived.”

- New York Times, April 4, 2016







175 Fake News Sites

https://www.dailydot.com/layer8/fake-news-sites-list-facebook/



Some 82% of middle-schoolers couldn’t distinguish 
between an ad labeled “sponsored content” and a 
real news story on a website, according to a 
Stanford University study of 7804 students from 
middle school through college.

Most Students Don’t 
Know When News Is Fake





Lies spread faster than the truth

About 126,000 rumors were spread by ∼3 
million people on Twitter from 2006 to 2017. 
False news reached more people than the 
truth; the top 1% of false news cascades 
diffused to between 1000 and 100,000 
people, whereas the truth rarely diffused to 
more than 1000 people. Falsehood also 
diffused faster than the truth. 

,*

MIT Researchers: Soroush Vosoughi1, Deb Roy1, Sinan Aral2

http://science.sciencemag.org/content/359/6380/1146
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/359/6380/1146
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/359/6380/1146
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/359/6380/1146


The Aspen Institute and Knight Foundation: 
Knight Commission on Trust, Media and Democracy

Currently, trust in the major institutions 
of American democracy has fallen to 
troubling lows amid a rapidly changing 
information ecosystem. 



Without trust, democracy cannot function. 



Anti-Semitic incidents in the United States increased 
nearly 60% from 2016 to 2017



I don’t believe we are meant to be this way
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EVEN IF ITS FAKE (SORT OF)
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IN CONCLUSION

• TRUST, AND THEN VERIFY

• THINK BEFORE YOU SHARE

• INSTEAD SPREAD GOODWILL –
IT CAN HELP BATTLE DISINFORMATION
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