
The opportunities before media and  
entertainment are unprecedented.  

So too are the threats. 
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OUR CHANGING INDUSTRY 
The roadmap to media and entertainment’s 
future is paved with innovation

LOCALIZATION
Content localization is a worldwide, need- 
it-now business. Here’s how to keep pace

WORKFLOWS AND THE CLOUD
Cloud workflows are proving crucial for media 
productions today 

SMART CONTENT
It’s a data-driven content reality, and all the 
tools are there to realize success

Risks & Rewards
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THE VIEW FROM MESA

In mid-2021, I was deeply honored to be 
offered the opportunity to lead EIDR as 
its executive director. I’ve always respected 
EIDR as an institution and as a platform, 
with it being recognized as the gold stan-
dard for media identifiers. 

Taking over the reins, I found myself 
faced with the challenge of building on 
what has already been done, with the under-
standing that nothing about EIDR is not 
broken, that nothing about the organiza-
tion needs to be replaced or reimagined. 
What do you get for the registry that has 
everything? 

I thought of a scene in my favorite movie, 
Apollo 13, the 1995 masterpiece from Uni-
versal Pictures. Spoiler alert: In one of many 
pivotal scenes, the team on the ground is 
tasked with making a square oxygen filter fit 
into the round opening of a different air fil-
tration system, using only what is available 
on the disabled spacecraft. The astronauts 
will succumb to carbon dioxide poisoning 
should the NASA team fail. The task was 
clear. The stakes were high. Tension mount-
ed. The pieces were all on the table. Just add 
creativity and determination. The problem 
was solved in the nick of time and Apollo 
13 averted catastrophe.

EIDR isn’t an oxygen filter, and we 
probably can’t suffocate without it. But it 
is a vital building block for our industry. 
EIDR was created by the industry for the 
industry. It works, and some of the biggest 
supply chains in the media and entertain-
ment world have been built using it as a 
cornerstone. 

Yet, despite EIDR’s clear and well-estab-
lished benefits, some in our industry still 
haven’t embraced it. We have all the pieces.     
They fit. We’re creative and determined. So 
what’s missing?

It turns out, it’s information. I made 
some calls and asked a single question: Can 
you tell me why your company has not em-
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braced EIDR as its unique identifier? Three 
themes emerged in the answers I heard:

n EIDR’s registration process is too 
manual. 
n Organizations have merged with 
another company (or two) and now have 
multiple systems that do the same thing. 
They’re waiting until they consolidate 
systems.
n The terminology needs updating to 
better support streaming and OTT use 
cases.

That third insight is just the type of 
feedback EIDR needs, providing us a clear 
opportunity to improve. Some of EIDR’s 
power users are now working together to 
identify missing terms, terms that will be 
added once consensus is reached. 

Regarding the first two items: EIDR has 
APIs and a software development kit that 
can be leveraged to automate the interac-
tions between registering systems and the 
EIDR registry. There’s nothing preventing 
EIDR registration from being done by 
more than one system. Your system can 
read, write, edit records with us regardless. 
In fact, existing EIDR APIs are shared 
between 70 companies and their many 
systems, with no collisions. If we can share, 
so can you! 

And there are several ways to prevent col-
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lisions within your ecosystems as well. You can create a landing table to hold all the requests for a new EIDR ID, which you can 
deduplicate before sending the data to EIDR. You can build in logic to check for duplicates before your system submits the data. 
You can even have one (or 10) system set up the title and others that update the metadata. The best part is that you can build it 
in a way so that the business users who are tracking the title, version, and metadata have no idea that they are contributing to the 
registry! 

Over the next few months, we will be publishing articles and hosting events in which we discuss all the ways you can automate 
your EIDR feeds. We hope that you will join us, bringing your architects, your engineers, your business team and more into the 
discussion.

So, I did end up finding the answer to my original question, on what do you get the registry that has everything: the answer is 
you. EIDR is a solution that grows and improves for everyone when more organizations adopt it. 

We’re thrilled to work with anyone who’s interested in getting the most out of their EIDR membership. And we look forward 
to some amazing square filter/round hole conversations going forward. 


